Writing
Habakkuk 2:2 – ‘And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.’
Writing is an essential part of our curriculum. The ‘mechanics’ of writing are taught through the RWI programme initially, but children also
have a daily ‘Talk for Writing’ session. This enables children to use their taught mechanics of writing creatively. We teach writing using Pie
Corbett’s Talk for Writing approach, employing the three stages of imitation, innovation and invention to a range of non-fiction and fiction
genres. We link our writing context to our curriculum topics, finding real life reasons for children’s writing to enthuse them with purpose. We
hold a high expectation that all writing is of a high standard across all subject writing.
We explicitly teach printed cursive handwriting in EYFS and when children are ready, generally towards the end of Year 1, move to a joined
cursive script. Children follow a clear bespoke skills progression framework for writing. This was designed following thorough analysis of our
children’s needs.
The writing skills progression, breaks down the objectives for writing into smaller specific achievable segments, enabling a clearer focus and
ease to track skills progression.
Importance of Writing in our school
Children start their journey of writing in our school in the Early Years. We focus on developing the child’s fine motor skills in preparation for
them to hold a pencil and make marks. We provide children with plenty of opportunities to make marks in the Early Years and have a wide
range of engaging and fun resources. As they progress throughout the school children learn to write in ‘bite sized chunks’ starting with words,
then simple sentences building up to extended more complex pieces across a range of genres. Our curriculum embeds the fundamentals of
punctuation and grammar whilst encouraging children to add variation and description to their work. Pupils have the confidence and love of
writing to be adventurous with their work, drawing on their knowledge of quality texts and their personal experiences to inspire their writing
and develop their ability to self-express. During their time at St Meriadoc Infant Academy, children will write a variety of fiction and non-fiction
texts including stories, recounts, poems, news reports and explanations. We use oral rehearsal, role play and storytelling to ensure that children
have lots of ideas before they write and are taught how to proofread, edit and review their work. Language comprehension, speaking, listening,
reading and writing are at the centre of our curriculum. Children are encouraged to share their ideas, thoughts and experiences through
partner work, in small groups and as a whole class. Pupils have many opportunities to apply their writing skills across the curriculum, for
example: recounting events, writing up science experiments and chronicling the lives of famous people and events.

Writing
Our children are supported through our five chosen rights from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and our core
Christian Values, all embodied through our vision of God Believes, We Believe, I Believe and our mission statement:
‘Through enjoyable, memorable learning, supported by our core Christian Values and high expectations, we can aspire to make
educated choices in order to flourish to live a rich and fulfilled life.’
Rights and Respect
At St Meriadoc CE Infant Academy, we are proud to teach and promote children’s rights. We learn about our five chosen rights from the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child:
A12:
A15:
A28:
A29:
Right to a voice
Right to a faith
Right to an education
Right to be the best you can be
Our School Council: Rights Ambassadors support that all children receive their rights across all areas of school life.

A31:
Right to relax and play

In addition to our five school rights, we reference other rights from the convention where appropriate and purposeful links can be made to support
learning. Article 29 – The Right to be the Best you can be is very important when teaching Writing.
As with all areas of the curriculum, when planning, we also use our school Ethos document to weave Rights, British Values and RSHE teaching to
ensure a holistic approach, rather than these areas being taught as ‘add ons’.
Christian Values
Our whole school ethos is underpinned by our core Christian Values of Faith, Love, Respect, Perseverance and Forgiveness. In Writing, we further explore
these values, such as how we can write a prayer to show Love, Respect and ask God for Forgiveness. We can show our understanding of Faith and that
of different religions by writing about what we have learnt using our Windows, Mirror and Doors approach. When children are writing, we use this
opportunity to remind them of the perseverance needed when finding things difficult. Children need to have Faith and believe they can to flourish with
their writing.

Writing
Intent
(curriculum design, coverage and
appropriateness)

Implementation
(curriculum delivery, teaching and assessment)

Impact
(attainment and progress)

All pupils:
• Use the correct pencil grip from the start.
• Form each grapheme correctly to reinforce GPC.
• Practise letter formation until it becomes automatic.
• Learn to join their handwriting to enable fluid, fast
transcription.
• Learn to segment words to spell.
• Spell tricky words with confidence.
• Are supported to write sentences that are appropriate
to their stage.
• Use appropriate punctuation with understanding and
accuracy.
• Are provided with varied and interesting experiences
that encourage them to use and apply their writing skills
across the curriculum.
• Develop their language comprehension through the
explicit teaching of vocabulary and use adventurous
language in their writing.
• Are confident to write independently.
• Analyse and improve their own writing.

All pupils:
• Develop fine motor control through carefully planned activities.
• Practise forming the new grapheme whilst verbalising the
phoneme to reinforce GPC.
• Repeat and review graphemes previously learnt to reinforce
prior learning.
• Regularly practise handwriting outside Read Write Inc.
sessions.
• Use ‘Fred Fingers’ to segment words to spell.
• Practise spelling ‘tricky Red Words’ and common exception
words by focusing on the unusual grapheme.
• Are taught spelling words using spelling rules (as stated in the
N.C.)
• Are taught to hold a sentence in their head before writing it
down.
• Orally rehearse sentences before writing.
• Are engaged in Storytelling sessions that provide stimulus for
writing. Story maps are used to support writing. Stories are
internalised and innovated.
• Write sentences about books they have read or experiences they
have had.
• Practise punctuating their work and are taught how to use
different punctuation to add clarity to their written work.
• Make simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to
their own writing.
• Pupil progress is carefully monitored though half termly data
analysis using our Jason Hurr tracking system. Independent writing
tasks are used as part of this assessment.
• Termly pupil progress meetings monitor the progress of all pupils.

All pupils:
• Have accurate, automatic skills of transcription
enabling them to write quickly and confidently.
• Are beginning to join letters and write coherently
using a pen.
• Have the experiences, story knowledge and
language comprehension to write with creativity.
• Can write with confidence and enthusiasm in
activities across the curriculum and for different
purposes.
•
Have a wide vocabulary and use adventurous
language in written work.
• Can use the correct tense when speaking and
writing.
• Can use punctuation effectively.
• Enjoy writing.
• Data Impact:
• Children’s progress is tracked using Jason Hurr
tracking system using the skills progression
assessment records too. Any areas of
development will have been identified
• End of Key Stage 1 attainment data for the
expected standard is above national standards.
• The percentage of pupils achieving the expected
standard in the ELG for writing and GLD
continues to be above national standards.
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Working Walls are used in our
lessons to support children with
spellings, rehearsing and
internalising the text through the
story map pictures and displaying
model writing.
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