

N2  Writing Skills Progression

	Term 
	Topic
	Text types/ linked texts
	Development Matters
	Focused skills and components 
	Components in practise 

	Autumn 1 


	Over the rainbow
	Noah’s Ark

Dear Zoo

Brown bear, brown bear
	22-36months:
· Distinguishes between the different marks they make.
· Shows control in holding and using jugs to pour, hammers, book and mark-making tools.
· Beginning to use three fingers (tripod grip) to hold writing tools.
· Imitates drawing simple shapes, such as circles and lines.
· May be beginning to show preference for a dominant hand.
30-50months:
· Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint.
· Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places.
· Draws lines and circles using gross motor movements.

	· Assess pencil grip related to gross and fine-motor development.
· Mark-making with different media.
· Gross motor activities focussing on upper bodies.

· All children have a go at painting a self-portrait.


	· This half-term focus on the variety of different activities needed to develop muscles in shoulders, arms.
· Use Boogie Beebies and GoNoodle to provide opportunities for all children to use large movements.
· Use Squiggle As You Wiggle for children to copy large movements and make marks on paper with one-handed tools daily.
· Notice and encourage the marks children make and the meanings that they give to them, such as when a child covers a whole piece of paper and says, “I’m writing”.


	Autumn 2


	Over the rainbow
	Handa’s surprise

Rosie’s Walk

The little red hen

The Nativity story
	22-36months:
· Distinguishes between the different marks they make.
· Shows control in holding and using jugs to pour, hammers, book and mark-making tools.
· Beginning to use three fingers (tripod grip) to hold writing tools.
· Imitates drawing simple shapes, such as circles and lines.
· May be beginning to show preference for a dominant hand.
30-50months:
· Sometimes gives meaning to marks as they draw and paint.
· Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places.
· Draws lines and circles using gross motor movements.

	· Assess pencil grip related to gross and fine-motor development.
· Mark-making with different media.
· Gross motor activities focussing on upper bodies.

· All children have a go at recognising their name and copying letters from their name inside a Christmas card.

	· This half-term continue to focus on the variety of different activities needed to develop muscles in shoulders, arms. 
· Teach children skills of how to use tools and materials effectively and give them opportunities to practise them. 
· Use Squiggle As You Wiggle for children to copy large movements and make marks on paper with one-handed tools daily.
· Notice and encourage the marks children make and the meanings that they give to them, such as when a child covers a whole piece of paper and says, “I’m writing”.
· Provide a range of left-handed tools, especially left-handed scissors, as needed. 
· Support children with physical difficulties with triangular or thicker writing tools.


	Spring 1

	Our wonderful world 
	We’re going on a bear hunt

Our wonderful Earth (story of creation)

Mr. Wolf’s pancakes

The very hungry caterpillar

	30-50months:
· Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint.
· Holds pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole-hand grasp.
Begin to show some skills within 40-60months:
· Begins to break the flow of speech into words.
· Hears and says the initial sounds of words.
· Link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet.
	· Mark-making with different media.
· Continue to track children’s fine and gross motor development through assessing their pencil grip.

· Listening games to hear the initial sounds in words.
· Introduce single letter sounds. 

· Begin to practice cursive name writing for children who are developmentally ready.
· Introduce daily ‘finger gym’ with focused activities aimed at developing fine motor skills.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]All children have a go at marking their own ‘we’re going on a bear hunt’ story map. 
	· Continue to focus on the variety of different activities needed to develop muscles in shoulders, arms. 
· Use Squiggle As You Wiggle for children to copy large movements and make marks on paper with one-handed tools daily.
· Notice and encourage the marks children make and the meanings that they give to them, such as when a child covers a whole piece of paper and says, “I’m writing”.
· Introduce ‘disco dough’ as a focus group, focus on using one handed tools such as tweezers, and beads to practise finger strength. During this time an adult will lead a session with children who are assessed at using a grab hold pencil grip. 
· Provide a range of left-handed tools, especially left-handed scissors, as needed. 
· Support children with physical difficulties with triangular or thicker writing tools.
· Model writing for a purpose, e.g a shopping list.
· Provide activities during which children will experiment with writing, for eg, leaving a message.

· Use objects for sorting or games in Letters and Sounds Phase 1 pack to differentiate beginning sounds of words.
· Introduce the Read, Write Inc approach to introduce single letter sounds.


	Spring 2
	Our wonderful world
	Owl babies

We’re going on an egg hunt

The Last supper and the Easter story
	30-50months:
· Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint.
· Holds pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole-hand grasp.
Begin to show some skills within 40-60months:
· Begins to break the flow of speech into words.
· Hears and says the initial sounds of words. 
· Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions
· Link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet.
· Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together.
	· Mark-making with different media.
· Continue to track children’s fine and gross motor development through assessing their pencil grip.
· Practice cursive name writing for children who are developmentally ready.


· Listening games to hear the initial sounds in words.
· Introduce single letter sounds.
· Begin to introduce assisted blending with small groups of children who are developmentally ready.
· A few children may be ready to take a book home to share with their family.

· Introduce daily ‘finger gym’ with focused activities aimed at developing fine motor skills. 

· All children have a go at copying letters from their name inside their Mother’s day card and Easter card.

	· Continue to focus on the variety of different activities needed to develop muscles in shoulders, arms. 
· Use Squiggle As You Wiggle for children to copy large movements and make marks on paper with one-handed tools daily.
· Notice and encourage the marks children make and the meanings that they give to them, such as when a child covers a whole piece of paper and says, “I’m writing”.
· Use dough disco, one handed tools such as tweezers, beads to practise finger strength. During this time an adult will lead a session with children who are assessed at using a grab hold pencil grip.
· 
· Provide a range of left-handed tools, especially left-handed scissors, as needed. 
· Support children with physical difficulties with triangular or thicker writing tools.
· Model writing for a purpose, e.g a shopping list.
· Provide activities during which children will experiment with writing, for eg, leaving a message.

· Use objects for sorting or games in Letters and Sounds Phase 1 pack to differentiate beginning sounds of words, e.g Silly Soup game.
· Use the Read, Write Inc approach to introduce single letter sounds.
· Introduce assisted blending with children who are developmentally ready.

	Summer 1 
	Emergency!
	Goldilocks has chicken pox

Burglar bill

What the ladybird heard
	30-50months:
· Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint.
· Can copy some letters, e.g. letters from their name.
· Holds pencil near point between first two fingers and thumb and uses it with good control.
Dipping in to 40-60months:
· Begins to break the flow of speech into words.
· Hears and says the initial sounds of words.
· Link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet.
· Use some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence.
· Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions.
	· Provide lots of opportunities for mark-making with different media.
· Continue to track children’s fine and gross motor development through assessing their pencil grip.
· Continue to introduce single letter sounds.
· Practice cursive name writing for children who are developmentally ready.


· Continue to introduce assisted blending with small groups of children who are developmentally ready.
· Continue to deliver daily ‘finger gym’ with focused activities aimed at developing fine motor skills. 

· Listening games to hear the initial sounds in words.
·  Begin to form letters correctly.
· Use name card to trace name.


		· Continue to focus on the variety of different activities needed to develop muscles in shoulders, arms. 
· Use Squiggle As You Wiggle for children to copy large movements and make marks on paper with one-handed tools daily. 
· Notice and encourage the marks children make and the meanings that they give to them, such as when a child covers a whole piece of paper and says, “I’m writing”.
· Use dough disco, one handed tools such as tweezers, beads to practise finger strength. During this time an adult will lead a session with children who are assessed at using a grab hold pencil grip.
· Model writing for a purpose, e.g a shopping list.
· Provide activities during which children will experiment with writing, for eg, leaving a message.

· Use objects for sorting or games in Letters and Sounds pack to differentiate beginning sounds of words.
· Use the Read, Write Inc approach to introduce single letter sounds. 
· Support children in recognising and writing their own names.
· Writing will be mainly tracing single letter shapes and attempting own.
· When modelling writing make sure to: model the cursive style and talk through the Read, Write, Inc saying.









 


	Summer 2
	Emergency!
	The three little pigs

Chicken Lickin

Smartest giant in town
	30-50months:
· Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint.
· Holds pencil near point between first two fingers and thumb and uses it with good control.
· Can copy some letters, e.g. letters from their name.
Dipping in to 40-60:
· Begins to break the flow of speech into words.
· Hears and says the initial sounds of words.
· Link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 
· Can segment the sounds in simple words.
· Use some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence.
· Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions.
· Use some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in sequence.
· Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions.
	· Provide lots of opportunities for mark-making with different media.
· Continue to track children’s fine and gross motor development through assessing their pencil grip.
· Introduce single letter sounds.
· Trace letters in names.
· Continue to deliver daily ‘finger gym’ with focused activities aimed at developing fine motor skills. 
· Listening games to hear the initial sounds in words.
· Focus groups modelling how to write labels and captions for children who are developmentally ready. 
· Begin to form letters correctly.

			· Continue to focus on the variety of different activities needed to develop muscles in shoulders, arms. 
· Use Squiggle As You Wiggle for children to copy large movements and make marks on paper with one-handed tools daily.
· Use dough disco to practise finger strength. During this time an adult will lead a session with children who are assessed at using a grab hold pencil grip.
· Use objects to differentiate beginning sounds of words. 
· Fred Fingers for spelling…Say it several times, wave with pinching fingers, how many sounds, hide them then show me, agree. MTYT pinch the sounds on fingers, write.
· Use cubes and other games to segment sounds in words.

· Write down things children say to support their developing understanding that what they say can be written down and then read and understood by someone else. Encourage parents to do this as well. 
· Model writing for a purpose with the children’s help, e.g. a shopping list, message for parents, or reminder for ourselves. 
· Model writing poems and short stories with the children’s help, writing down ideas suggested by the children. 
· Provide activities during which children will experiment with writing, for example, leaving a message using their own phonic knowledge. 
· Include opportunities for writing during role-play and other activities.
· Use the Read, Write Inc approach to introduce single letter sounds.
· Model correct letter formation for children to follow in the air, on their hands. When modelling writing make sure to: model the cursive style and talk through the Read, Write, Inc saying.
· Writing will be mainly tracing single letter shapes and attempting own.
· Support children in recognising and writing their own names.
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